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Backing up after an enormously suc-
cessful Ashes summer was never
going to be an easy feat, but | am
y certain all cricket lovers will agree that

4 the 2007-2008 season delivered so

. . many long-lasting memories.

‘ n‘ ditional mid-December timeslot, just
over 62,000 fans attended four days

The WACA Test Match was staged in

January between Australia and India,
of thrilling action that saw the visitors post their first ever win
in Perth by 72 runs.

and despite the move from a tra-

Approximately one month later, Australia returned to the WACA
Ground for a Commonwealth Bank Series one day interna-
tional against Sri Lanka, which would be the last time Western
Australian cricket fans would have the opportunity to farewell
their favourite "adopted son" Adam Gilchrist.

The WACA arranged a series of initiatives to mark the occasion
and 'Gilly" did his part to ensure the capacity crowd witnessed
something special as he took Man of the Match honours, scoring
118 from 132 balls, to lead Australia to a 64-run win.

The staff and administration at the WACA, led by Chief Executive
Officer Graeme Wood, Executive Assistant Ros Heal, and our
Senior Management team, worked tirelessly to ensure our major
events ran smoothly and were an outstanding success.

On the playing front, we welcomed a new era for the Retravision
Warriors under new Manager & Head Coach Tom Moody and
Assistant Coach Trevor Penney. A new leadership team was also
put in place, with Marcus North taking over as State Captain and
Adam Voges named Vice Captain.

| made mention of Adam Gilchrist's farewell earlier in this report,
but he was not the only Western Australian cricketing great to
depart the game in 2007-2008.

Brad Hogg would announce his retirement at the end of the
Commonwealth Bank Series after an outstanding career at
interstate and international level, highlighted by two ICC World
Cup wins in 2003 and 2007.

We also said goodbye to another legend of WA cricket, Justin
Langer, who bowed out at the end of the Retravision Warriors'
Pura Cup season. He, too, would go out on a high with a cen-
tury in his last game. Although he would fall agonisingly short
of 10,000 first class runs for Western Australia, he finished his
career as the state's all-time leading scorer.

The curtain would also come down on the careers of Darren
Wates and Mathew Inness, though the latter will not be lost to
cricket in this state, having accepted the position of Strength &
Conditioning Coach at the WACA. | am sure all WACA Members
would join me in wishing these five gentlemen all the best for
their future pursuits.

While the door closed for some, it opened for others — most
notably punishing left-hand batsmen Shaun Marsh and Luke
Pomersbach. The latter burst to prominence with an unexpected
Australian debut in the KFC Twenty20 International against New
Zealand at the WACA Ground, receiving his call-up after Brad
Hodge injured himself in the change room 90 minutes prior to
the start of play.

Marsh also had a brilliant summer, winning the Laurie Sawle
Medal for Warriors Player of the Year at the WACA Premier
Cricket Awards, before heading to the sub-continent and enjoy-
ing success with Kings XI Punjab in the Indian Premier League,
claiming the 'Orange Cap' for the leading run-scorer in the
tournament. He also toured the West Indies with the Australian
squad, playing in a Twenty20 international in Barbados and all
five one day matches.

Marsh has been awarded a Cricket Australia contract for 2008-
09, along with Mike Hussey, Adam Voges and new recruit
Mitchell Johnson. | am sure all WACA Members would join me in
welcoming Mitchell to Perth, and although we may not see him
on a regular basis in the Retravision Warriors uniform over the
next few seasons due to international commitments, he will have
a tremendous impact on the entire squad with his dedication and
professionalism, both on and off the pitch.

Of course, we cannot extend enough gratitude to our WACA
Members for their continued support throughout another suc-
cessful season for the Association. But we are always looking for
ways to improve our service and benefits for WACA Members.
In 2008-2009, the WACA will be appointing specialist Member
Ambassadors to service WACA Members on match days. These
skilled officers will be easily identifiable and have a detailed
knowledge of WACA Membership and amenities in the Members
Enclosure.

Progress is constantly being made on our plans to redevelop
the WACA Ground into a world-class 25,000 capacity venue to
house international and interstate cricket. We have looked in full
detail at the contingencies of sharing tenancy at the new Multi-
Purpose Stadium to be built at Kitchener Park, Subiaco. However,
your Board decided to go down the path of redeveloping the
WACA Ground because it is in the best interests of all parties.
WACA Members would have minimal rights and privileges at
the new stadium.

It was also the wish of WACA Members that your Board
did everything it could to remain at the home of cricket in
Western Australia — the WACA Ground. Further details of our
redevelopment project are contained in a special report from
WACA Chairman David Williams in this edition of The Western
Cricketer.

We are set to enter a very exciting phase in the Association's
history, and hope that you will be part of it as a valued WACA
Member. Once again, thank you for your support and | look for-
ward to seeing you at the WACA Ground throughout the summer
of 2008-2009 enjoying a first class season of international and
interstate cricket from the best seats in the house.

Dennis Lillee MBE
President
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